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Description 

Grounded theory (GT) s a useful framework for guiding a particularly effective qualitative approach to 

exploratory research.  In the domain of IS research, the addition of new technologies to our collective 

portfolio triggers the frequent invention and discovery of new and interesting arenas for study.  Recent GT 

studies have examined diverse topics including the nature of participation in virtual worlds, the responses of 

IS departments to business mergers and acquisitions, to the organization of labor and communications in 

outsourced projects, and many more.  A recent special issue of the European Journal of Information 

Systems was devoted to papers regarding the method and displaying its use in exploratory IS studies. 

This presentation will examine the background, philosophy, and basic components of grounded theory.  

Even those scholars who do not directly perform research using this method, will find themselves evaluating 

such work in reviewing studies and potentially using findings as support, background, or motivation for their 

studies in their own topical domain.   
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